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Confidential Memorandum 

Date: July 30, 2021 

To: Texas Building Owners and Managers Association (Texas BOMA) 

From: Sarah Lacy, Locke Lord LLP 

Subject: Compliance with the Firearm Carry Act of 2021 

Firearm Carry Act of 2021 

During the 2021 Texas legislative session, the legislature passed HB 1927, the Firearm Carry Act of 
2021, also referred to as Permitless or Constitutional Carry.  HB 1927 allows individuals 21 years of age 
and older to possess and carry a handgun in public without a government-issued permit or license, 
provided they are not otherwise prohibited from possessing a firearm under state or federal law.  HB 1927 
does not repeal licensed carry and leaves the handgun licensing scheme in place for individuals who 
choose to get a license. 

Governor Abbott signed HB 1927 on June 16, 2021.  The bill takes effect on September 1, 2021, and 
applies only to an offense committed on or after that date. 

The law continues to allow commercial building owners to prohibit individuals from bringing firearms 
onto their property using specific notice requirements outlined in the Texas Penal Code.  Owners may 
continue to prohibit open and concealed carry of handguns per the 30.06 and 30.07 signage requirements 
described below.  Similarly, the new Act provides property owners the right to prevent individuals from 
bringing unlicensed firearms onto their property under a new 30.05 sign. 

Three separate signs posted in English and Spanish are required to fully exclude all individuals from 
attempting to bring a firearm onto a commercial property.  No one sign will adequately provide written 
notice to prohibit all forms of firearm possession. Alternative, a property owner may wish to pick and 
choose which forms of gun possession to prohibit and permit by displaying some signs and not others. 
For example, a property owner who only wants to permit licensed concealed carry and prohibit all other 
guns could display the 30.05 and 30.07 signs. 



Prohibiting Unlicensed/Permitless Carry of Firearms – 30.05 Sign 

To prohibit an unlicensed individual from carrying a firearm, the person must post a notice complying 
with Section 30.05, Penal Code.  This requires posting a sign on the property in a conspicuous manner 
clearly visible to the public, in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height, and in 
English and Spanish. The sign should say: “Pursuant to Section 30.05, Penal Code (criminal trespass), a 
person may not enter this property with a firearm”.   

Unlike the 30.06 and 30.07 signs described below, which must include language identical to that written 
in statute, the 30.05 sign may alternatively include language that is “substantially similar” to the language 
quoted above.  This notice must be posted at each entrance to the relevant property. 

Penal Code subsection 30.05(f) includes a defense to prosecution for disregarding the 30.05 sign when a 
person is carrying a handgun license.  Therefore, the 30.05 sign alone does not adequately prohibit 
licensed carry on a property. 

Prohibiting Concealed Handguns – 30.06 Sign 

To prohibit a licensed individual from carrying a concealed handgun, the person must post a notice 
complying with Section 30.06, Penal Code.  This requires posting a sign on the property in a conspicuous 
manner clearly visible to the public, in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height, 
and in English and Spanish. The sign must say: “Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by 
license holder with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, 
Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a concealed handgun”. 

Prohibiting Open Handguns – 30.07 Sign 

To prohibit a licensed individual from openly carrying a handgun, the person must post a notice 
complying with Section 30.07, Penal Code.  This requires posting a sign on the property in a conspicuous 
manner clearly visible to the public, in contrasting colors with block letters at least one inch in height, 
and in English and Spanish. The sign must say: “Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by 
license holder with an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H, Chapter 411, 
Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried 
openly”. This notice should be posted at each entrance to the relevant property. 

Other Important Gun Laws 

A law passed in 2011 gives employees the right to store a firearm and/or ammunition in his or her locked 
vehicle on company property if the employee has a handgun license and if possession of the weapon is 
not otherwise prohibited by federal or state law. 


